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Since 1832 our family-run publishing 
house has served the maritime community 
with well-crafted nautical books used by 
professional mariners, cruising sailors, and 
sea enthusiasts around the world. 
This catalogue represents the breadth of 
that work: from essential reference titles 
used on commercial bridges and training 
decks, to timeless reads for those who 
simply enjoy the life and lore of the sea.
At the heart of our collection is our world-
renowned Brown’s Nautical Almanac, 
long regarded as an indispensable 
companion by navigators everywhere. 
Alongside it, you will find practical and 
academic publications covering navigation, 
seamanship, meteorology, safety, and 
regulation, many of which are standard 
issue for professional qualifications and 
maritime academies.

We believe that a life at sea is not just a 
career or a passage; it’s a culture, a history, 
and often, a lifelong passion. That’s why this 
catalogue also includes a carefully chosen 
selection of cruising guides, personal 
narratives, classic reprints, technical 
manuals, logbooks, and illustrated works 
that celebrate the experience of being on 
the water.
Whether you are preparing for a voyage, 
training for a maritime career, equipping 
a vessel, or simply drawn to the sea’s 
enduring pull, we hope this catalogue offers 
something of value. 
Our approach is quiet and considered; 
we work closely with mariners, writers, 
and maritime institutions to ensure that 
every title we publish or supply upholds 
the standards we’ve stood by for nearly 
200 years.

Brown, Son and Ferguson Ltd.
426 Drumoyne Road

Glasgow
G51 4DA

Tel: +44 (0) 141 883 0141

By e-mail:
Orders: sales@skipper.co.uk
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Put your skills to good use and volunteer with Sea Cadets

Do you want to make a positive difference to the lives of 
young people?

There are Sea Cadets in more than 400 communities across 
the UK, and many of them need people like you to volunteer 
and help launch young people for life.

Whether you’re a boating instructor, an accountant, or just 
someone who wants to make a difference – we can make the 
most of your skills and experience.

Visit www.sea-cadets.org/volunteer 
to find out more about volunteering 
with Sea Cadets.

Realising your potential with Marine Society

At Marine Society we’ve been supporting seafarer and 
maritime professionals to realise their potential for more than 
270 years.

From providing ships’ libraries to supporting seafarer education 
and welfare – we’re here for you. We have a range of scholarships 
and bursaries to help fund your development.

We are a government approved training provider specialising 
in maritime and marine leisure apprenticeships.

Plus you can access our wide range of Learn@Sea and Learn@
Shore online courses to improve your skills whether at sea or 
shoreside.

If you want to find out 
what you can achieve 
with Marine Society visit

www.marine-society.org 

to find out more.
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Brown’s Nautical 
Almanac 2027

We are delighted to present the 150th 
Edition of Brown’s Nautical Almanac: 
a milestone in the long and distinguished 
history of maritime reference works. 

 Our Nautical Almanac, renowned in 
ports worldwide, is thoroughly revised 
and published annually to ensure 
up-to-date, practical guidance for 
mariners. Extensively illustrated with 
full-colour pages throughout, it is 
designed for daily use by the Merchant 
Navy, yachtsmen, shippers, and 
shipping offices everywhere.

Arranged in seven clear sections,  
the almanac provides comprehensive 
astronomical data, precise nautical 
tables, and detailed tide tables for 
both home and international waters, 
compiled using the most reliable 
sources. Coastal courses and distances 
around the British Isles are presented 
in both true and corrected magnetic 
notation, while worldwide distance 
tables cover major ports across Britain, 
the USA, Canada, and beyond.

Specialised sections include essential 
calculations for rhumbline and 
great circle sailing (with WGS-84 
corrections), metacentric height and 

trim, displacement, draft surveys, and 
practical ship stability information.
maritime information covering technical, 
legal, and general operational topics 
is presented in a clear, accessible 
structure. 

For mariners who require a quick 
access, total reference capability at 
sea, we offer a Complete Digital Format 
version of the Almanac in partnership 
with the authorised nautical ebook 
retailers listed on p. 4. 

Our digital Core Edition offers a 
streamlined format which includes the 
essential astronomical information and 
tables required for accurate celestial 
work, along with chapters containing 
current legal guidance, including 
Colregs, for mariners.

Whether on the bridge, in the chart 
room, or planning passages ashore, the 
150th Anniversary Edition stands as an 
indispensable tool in your professional 
library.

Hardback	 978–1–84927–157–8

Price PRINT 	 £76.00

Complete Digital Format	 978–1–84927–158-5

Price D I G I TA L 	 £76.00

Ebook Core	 978–1–84927–159-2

Price D I G I TA L 	 £45.00

150th year of 
publication.

http://www.skipper.co.uk
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Discover our range of essential 
titles that underpin modern 
maritime practice, from cargo 
stowage and ship stability to marine 
meteorology and seamanship.
Our authoritative works are trusted 
on the bridge, in training centres, 
and across the wider industry. Each 
title is crafted for professionals 
in commercial shipping, offshore 
operations, and other demanding 
maritime sectors, with many 
aligned to international certification 
standards and syllabuses.
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Price	 £70.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-143-1
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 6th Edition 2024

Meteorology for 
Seafarers
Lt. Cdr. Richard M. Frampton 
& P.A. Uttridge

THE PROPERTIES AND STOWAGE  
OF CARGOES.

As with previous editions of Thomas’ 
Stowage, revisions will be found in all parts 
of the book, based on new legislation, new 
commodities and improved methods of 
handling and carriage. Including a quick look 
guide for each cargo entry, now  including 
liquifaction and detailed Index including 
formal and widely used commodity names. 
Thomas’ Stowage continues to be regarded 
as the definitive reference on the subject 
and is recommended by many organisations 
with an interest in the safe handling and 
carriage of cargoes. It is an essential 
resource for ships’ officers, the freight 
operations and insurance departments of 

Price	 £125.00
ISBN	 978-1-84927-155-4
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 11th Edition 2026

Thomas’ Stowage 
NEW 11th Edition
Captain R. E. Thomas,  
revised by Captain Graham Pepper

ship owners and operators, ship agents, 
terminal operators, freight forwarders, 
container packers, maritime lawyers, 
training schools and marine insurance 
companies. 
Stowage is an invaluable book that reflects 
current knowledge and best practice.
Available in print and digital format.

Facinating and Essential 
Meteorology for Seafarers is a technical 
book which aims to explain the complexities 
of the atmosphere and provide the 
information needed by professional 
seafarers aspiring to first class certificates 
of competency and to students studying for 
degrees.
This completely revised edition highlights 
aspects relevant to seafarers, balancing 
between elementary explanations and 
complex research.
It examines atmosphere-sea interactions 
and provides technical information for 
professional mariners seeking first-class 
competency certificates. 

The sixth edition, available in print or 
E-book version, incorporates updated 
weather bulletins and charts. The authors 
aim to encourage greater understanding 
of the natural forces affecting maritime 
operations.

http://www.skipper.co.uk
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This richly illustrated volume delves into 
marine heavy‑lift operations, covering 
salvage, offshore construction, shipbuilding, 
cargo handling, and repairs. It explores 
expanding bulk, container, roll‑on/roll‑off, 
and project‑cargo sectors, from early 
floating cranes to modern offshore modular 
builds. Featuring routine and oversized lifts, 
it underscores rigorous risk assessment, 
safety, and environmental protection as 
central to every heavy‑lift marine venture.

The movement of bulk cargoes, both 
dry and liquid has continued to expand 
alongside increasing development in the 
third world. Containerisation, Roll on-Roll 
off and designated project cargoes are all 
sectors which have seen expansion and 
increased activity in the field of heavy lifting 
practice.

Offshore structures have now expanded, 
necessitating greater and heavier 
movement within the maritime industry. 

Managers and operators are increasingly 
placing the safety of personnel and the 
protection of the environment at the 
forefront of the heavy-lift / transport 
industry. Nothing can expect to move 
without detailed Risk Assessment and even 
then project cargoes, heavy lift ships and 
major commercial operations all adhere to 
the first maritime principal for the Safety of 
Life at Sea.

Price	 £70.00

ISBN 	 978-1-84927-078-6 
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 2nd Edition 2019

Marine Heavy Lift and 
Rigging Operations
David J. House

Price	 £50.00
ISBN	 978-1-84927-093-9
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 2020

A Guide to Port and 
Terminal Management
Captain Bill Chalmers, FICS

An essential guide for students and 
port employees seeking to deepen their 
understanding of port operations and 
management.

Aligned with the ICS syllabus, this book 
covers various port types, equipment, and 
processes, and offers valuable insights even 
for those outside examination pathways.

The port industry, like the shipping industry 
in general, is an engaging occupation, but 
often those who are employed within it do 
not have the opportunity to vary the type 
of port in which they work. It is hoped that 
this book will provide an insight into other 
types of port, the equipment and processes 
which are used in them, and provide a 
view of some of the other aspects of port 
management in which they are not directly 
involved.

http://www.skipper.co.uk
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Elements of Modern 
Ship Construction 
David J House

Covering all aspects of contemporary ship 
design and construction. It details container, 
roll-on/roll-off, liquid cargo, bulk carrier, 
passenger, and dry cargo vessels. The 
book illustrates shipboard measurements, 
operational features, anchors, mooring 
patterns, propellers, rudders, cargo hatches, 
machinery, and propulsion elements. It also 
covers modern materials like aluminum, 
ceramics, and composites used in today’s 
commercial shipping.

Merchant Ship Stability  
(Metric Edition) 
H. J. Pursey

This edition addresses modern approaches 
to merchant ship stability, incorporating 
expanded examination requirements. New 
material includs a chapter on standardized 
stability information presentation. The 
text covers stability theory up to Master’s 
Certificate standards and Ordinary National 
Diploma requirements, carefully connecting 
theory with practice to address common 
misunderstandings among seafarers.

Price	 £50.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-814-6
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 1st Edition 2010 

Price	 £38.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-023-6
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 7th Edition 2011 

Price	 £40.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-094-6
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	  2021

Price	 £45.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-095-3
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 2021

Operational Level Stability for
Deck & Engineer Officers
B. J. Wardle

Designed for students preparing for marine 
examinations at sea or ashore. Covers all 
learning outcomes of the 2014 IMO Model 
Courses 7.03 and 7.04. Includes examples, 
self-assessment questions, and answers 
tailored for independent study.

Management Level Stability
B. J. Wardle 

This recent title has been written to meet the 
needs of students who may be studying in 
their spare time at home or at sea or attending 
nautical schools before undertaking marine 
examinations for career advancement.
This books covers: IMO Model Course 7.01, 
Master and Chief Mate and
IMO Model Course 7.02, Chief Engineer 
Officer and Second Engineer Officer with 
many self-assesment questions and worked 
examples. 

Useful Addition: Griffith’s Trimming Tables p.19Useful Addition: Griffith’s Trimming Tables p.19

http://www.skipper.co.uk
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Price	 £60.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-066-3
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 2016 

Price	 £45.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-015-1
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 1st Edition 2011

Salvage Operations: 
Volume 2
Captain C. Baptist

Salvage Operations Volume 2 examines 
shifts in marine salvage driven by evolving 
regulations and operational demands. It 
highlights advanced tugs equipped for 
firefighting and oil response, trained crews, 
and coordination with government agencies. 
Drawing on real cases from Australia, the UK, 
and the Middle East—covering strandings, 
collisions, fires, and helicopter-assisted 
rescues—it demonstrates how modern 
techniques accelerate response and prevent 
vessel losses.

Price	 £45.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-643-2
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	  1998

Price	 £30.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-648-7
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 1997 

Price	 £35.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-812-2
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 2nd Edition Revised 2009

Manual of Oil Tanker 
Operations
Dr. Raymond Solly, Capt. Quentin Cox  
& John Onslow

Written by experienced tanker officers and 
nautical college lecturers, this manual aligns 
with deck officer academic requirements and 
industry training standards. It covers historical 
background, hazards, modern tanker design, 
ignition sources, inert gas operations, gas 
venting, pipelines, pumps, voyage cycles, 
berth types, tank cleaning, COW pollution 
prevention, space entry, cargo calculations, 
vetting inspections, and oil spill response.

Liquified Petroleum 
Gas Tanker Practice
Captain T. W. V. Woolcott

This comprehensive guide addresses the 
growing sea traffic in liquefied petroleum 
gas ,  emphas iz ing the spec ia l ized 
equipment, diligence, and competence 
required for safe transport. It presents 
operational procedures in logical sequence.  

The clearly written text doesn’t presuppose 
deep technical knowledge, making it 
accessible while covering all essential aspects 
of LPG tanker operations.

Business and Law 
for the Mariner 
Captain Ivor R. Salter

This practical guide helps mariners 
understand maritime law, including which laws 
apply to them, their ship, and cargo. It covers 
how insurance protects the vessel and freight, 
and highlights important actions to take 
during emergencies. The guide also explains 
mariners’ responsibilities to safeguard 
shipowners, outlines procedures for hiring and 
caring for crew members, and details crew 
repatriation. It is designed to support mariners 
preparing for master’s certification and to 
assist them in making informed operational 
and business decisions at sea.

Salvage Operations: 
Volume 1
Captain C. Baptist

This insightful work introduces the unique 
world of marine salvage law—where rescuers 
are entitled to rewards for saving ships or 
cargo under the “no cure, no pay” principle. 
It explains key agreements such as Lloyd’s 
Open Form and SCOPIC, and illustrates 
terms with real-life cases including the Torrey 
Canyon incident. Written for professionals and 
interested readers alike, it makes complex 
salvage law accessible and engaging.

Price	 £90.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-659-3
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 2nd Edition

Rushbrook’s Fire Aboard 
Frank Rushbrook, C.B.E.

This comprehensive 628-page book is an 
essential resource for anyone involved in 
maritime fire safety, including shipowners, 
designers, legal experts, and fire personnel. 
It covers historical fire data, trends, and case 
studies, highlighting the lessons learned from 
past disasters. The book includes detailed 
sections on fire-fighting equipment, relevant 
legislation, and the IMO regulations. 
Please see www.skipper.co.uk for a full 
description of contents. 

http://www.skipper.co.uk
http://www.skipper.co.uk
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Price	 £19.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-578-7
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 First published 1990

Price	 2.60

ISBN	 978-0-85174-213-7
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 3rd Edition 1974

Requiem for a Diver
Jackie Warner  
and Fred Park

A gripping, account of North Sea commercial 
diving during the early offshore oil boom. 
Chronicling 15 years of fatalities, chaos, and 
eventual reform, this insider’s view charts the 
transformation from lawless beginnings to 
a regulated industry. Blending dark humour, 
personal insight, and hard truths, it exposes 
diving’s dangerous frontier.

Riches from Wrecks The Recovery of 
Sunken Cargoes
Fergus Hinds

A vivid exploration of deep-sea cargo 
recovery, revealing the secretive world of 
salvaging industrial and precious metals from 
shipwrecks. From gold bullion to wartime 
mysteries, Hinds charts daring recoveries, 
commercial stakes, and historical intrigue 
in this accessible, adventurous account of 
real-life underwater treasure hunting.

The Slide Rule for Sea 
and Air Navigation
J. C. Podmore

This classic guide to the slide rule remains 
valuable for nautical navigators and airmen 
in 2026. It covers essential skills like dead 
reckoning, coastal navigation, and flight 
planning, offering a reliable alternative to 
digital tools. Designed to dispel the myth 
that slide rules are difficult, it shows how this 
simple, durable instrument provides quick, 
accurate calculations. Perfect for building 
foundational navigation skills and staying 
prepared when technology fails, it’s a timeless 
resource for modern navigators.

Salvage from the Sea
Commander Gerald Forsberg,  
O.B.E., F.N.I.

A lively, insightful account of marine salvage by 
an experienced seaman turned naval officer. 
Covering personnel, vessels, submarine 
recovery, towage, and more, Forsberg blends 
humour, anecdotes, and professional insight 
in an accessible style for both lay readers 
and mariners. Highly praised by maritime and 
scientific journals alike, it offers an engaging 
overview of the challenges and realities of 
ocean salvage work.

Price	 £15.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-606-7
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 2nd edition 1992 

Price	 £30.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-623-4
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 1997 

Price	 £1.20

ISBN	 978-0-85174-238-0
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 3rd edition 1976

Griffith’s Trimming Tables 
E. Griffith

A practical reference offering essential 
trimming tables for calculating immersion, 
trim, and draft changes. Tested against 
real vessel data, it’s invaluable for Masters, 
Trimmers, and Stevedores. Clear, concise, 
and highly useful for cargo operations and 
ship stability assessments.

http://www.skipper.co.uk
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Price	 £10.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-391-2
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 1981

The Boatswain’s Manual
William A McLeod. Revised by  
Capt. Cormac MacSweeney

An essential primer for deck ratings and 
seamen, this updated edition covers 
elementary seamanship, rigging, boatwork, 
cargo gear, and tanker knowledge. Structured 
alphabetically for ease of use, it also prepares 
candidates for the EDH and Able Seafarer 
Deck qualifications. Includes practical 
guidance based on up-to-date regulations 
and seafaring realities. 
 Includes a fully illustrated signal section.

The Efficient Deck-Hand
C. H. Wright

This textbook serves pre-sea training for deck 
cadets and ratings, while guiding general 
purpose ratings and seamen preparing 
for EDH and AB examinations. It provides 
accessible information on ship construction, 
compasses, steering, anchors, firefighting, 
rope work, splicing techniques for various 
materials, lifting tackle, MacGregor hatches, 
hazardous cargo handling, and routine 
maintenance procedures. 

Price	 £40.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-067-0
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 6th Edition 2017

Price	 £40.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-028-1
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 5th Edition 2012

Price	 £20.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-084-7
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 4th Edition 2019

Brown’s Pocket Book for Seamen
Cdr. G. Forsberg

This personal reference guide combines 
practical knowledge with memory aids 
for seafarers. Rather than attempting 
comprehensive technical instruction, it serves 
as a compact source of essential information 
and directs users to appropriate resources. 
The pocket-sized format ensures immediate 
availability without waiting for shared 
resources. 

Practical Ship Handling
Capt. M. C. Armstrong

Including ship handling fundamentals for 
berthing, unberthing, passing, and anchoring. 
It examines how different vessel types 
(motor ships, steamers) and equipment 
(bow thrusters, controllable pitch propellers) 
affect maneuverabil ity, including tug 
placement and propulsion developments. 
The book emphasizes teamwork and 
understanding ship behavior under 
environmental influences, making it valuable 
for trainee pilots, aspiring ship handlers, and 
officers seeking specialized knowledge in this 
critical maritime discipline.

Price	 £65.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-087-8
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 1905. 30th Edition 2020

Nicholls’s Seamanship 
and Nautical Knowledge
Captain Graham Pepper 

This authoritative maritime reference has 
been continuously updated to address 
the evolving maritime sector. The 30th 
edition incorporates changes in ship sizes, 
technology, and legislation. It provides 
comprehensive practical and informational 
guidance across a wide range of seamanship 
and nautical subjects, with references to 
additional information sources. An essential 
addition to any mariner’s library.

 

Brown’s Tidal Streams 
Revised by: Cdr. N. C. Glen, O.B.E

This expanded and fully revised edition by 
the Hydrographic Department presents 
detailed tidal stream charts around the 
British Isles and North Sea. Offering over 
seventy large‑scale diagrams—including 
North Channel, Sound of Jura, Pentland Firth, 
Humber Approaches, and Bristol Channel—
it highlights how tidal streams vary hourly. 
Designed for navigators, it underscores the 
vital importance of considering tidal effects 
for vessel performance, safety, and route 
planning. 

Price	 £33.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-133-2
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year 	 1905. 19th Edition 2023

http://www.skipper.co.uk
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Brown’s Rule of the Road Manual
By H. H. Brown, Extra Master. Revised & 
expanded by: Saurabh Sachdeva F.I.C.S. 
M.Sc. M.N.I. Master Mariner 

This third edition brings a fresh approach 
to navigation studies, emphasizing both 
theoretical principles and practical 
applications. With numerous worked 
examples, it serves both classroom 
instruction and independent study. It provides 
foundational & advanced navigation and 
nautical astronomy content for professional 
seafarers pursuing certif icates of 
competency up to degree level.

The Collision Regulations 
as amended 2009 Fully Explained
Revised by: Capt. Paul Hailwood

This authoritative maritime reference has 
been continuously updated to address 
the evolving maritime sector. The 30th 
edition incorporates changes in ship sizes, 
technology, and legislation. It provides 
comprehensive practical and informational 
guidance across a wide range of seamanship 
and nautical subjects, with references to 
additional information sources. An essential 
addition to any mariner’s library.

Price	 £45.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-037-3
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 19th Edition 2012

International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea
International Maritime Organization

This booklet presents the complete set of 
international collision prevention regulations 
as applicable worldwide from January 1, 2016. 
It provides the official rules in a compact, 
accessible format for maritime professionals 
to reference while on duty.

Price	 £9.00

ISBN	 ISBN 978-1-84927-073-1
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 2016

Price	 £16.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-711-8
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 3rd Edition Revised 2009

Pilot Ladder Safety
Captain M. C. Armstrong

A must-have for all vessels, this pocket-
sized guide ensures compliance with the 
latest SOLAS regulations for pilot ladder 
rigging and safety. Written in clear, practical 
English and illustrated for ease, it assists 
pilots, shipmasters, and maritime personnel 
in understanding best practices for boarding 
operations. Emphasising safety awareness 
and seamanship, it is also valuable to 
surveyors, port officials, and maritime schools 

Price	 £40.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-065-6
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year 	 Revised: 2016

Price	 £15.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-046-5
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 6th Edition 2012

Brown’s Guide to Survival at Sea
Captain C. MacSweeney 

This is a practical manual designed to 
help seafarers master the essentials of 
sea survival and the proper handling of 
survival craft. It offers clear, step-by-step 
guidance on preparing for emergencies, 
us ing  l i fe - sav ing equ ip m ent ,  an d 
managing critical situations at sea .  

Also ideal for refresher training, it covers 
preparation, abandonment, survival stages, 
and safety equipment use, it assists with PST, 
CPSC & RB, and FRB certification in line with 
SOLAS and STCW standards.

Maritime & Coastguard Agency 
Notices

M, MSN and MGN Notices are continuously 
being updated. The reader should check 
occasionally that the ones printed in these 
publications are the latest editions. 
You can check at the following web site:

https://gov.uk/mca

http://www.skipper.co.uk
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Whether mastering celestial 
navigation or solving real-world 
problems on the bridge, our books 
support both traditional skills and 
modern techniques essential for 
safe and confident passage.
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Elements of Navigation and 
Nautical Astronomy
Himadri K. Lahiry

This third edition brings a fresh approach 
to navigation studies, emphasizing both 
theoretical principles and practical 
applications.  

With numerous worked examples, this book 
serves both classroom instruction and 
independent study, providing foundational and 
advanced navigation and nautical astronomy 
content for professional seafarers. It takes 
students pursuing certificates of competency 
up to degree level, and includes changes and 
additions to keep content current with modern 
navigational practices.
Price	 £35.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-071-7 
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 3rd Edition 2017 

Price	 £7.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-257-1 
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 3rd Edition 

The Art of Astronomical Navigation
S. M. Burton, Master Mariner

This comprehensive guide is divided into three 
parts to support navigators of all experience 
levels. Part I explores the geometric 
foundations essential for mastering celestial 
navigation. Part II presents detailed worked 
examples, navigational policies, modern 
“Short Methods,” and wireless bearings to 
develop practical expertise. Part III offers 
a concise reference of important but less 
frequently used formulas and procedures. 
This book equips mariners with the knowledge 
and confidence needed for safe and accurate 
navigation of vessels across open waters.

Price	 £9.50

ISBN	 978-1-84927-077-9
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 2019

Practical Navigation for 
Officers of The Watch
A Frost, Master Mariner, M.R.I.N.

This book covers the updated Merchant 
Navy certification system, addressing key 
navigation subjects such as chart usage, radar 
navigation, and celestial techniques. 
While incorporating modern technological 
advances, it maintains a strong focus on 
fundamental principles through practical 
examples and exercises. Designed to align 
with NVQ/SVQ pathways, it offers lasting 
knowledge and skills essential for maritime 
professionals throughout their careers.

Price	 £38.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-064-9 
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 2nd Edition 2016

True Rhumbline Distance (WGS-84) 
Calculations
Captain Dr. Ivica Tijardović

This book addresses GPS distance calculation 
inaccuracies discovered through research 
showing significant discrepancies between 
true rhumbline distances and GPS-calculated 
distances. It provides calculation techniques 
accessible to anyone with a trigonometric 
calculator, making it valuable for mariners, 
officers, yacht captains, and students. The 
book includes comparison tables showing 
differences between GPS/ECDIS distances 
and true rhumbline distances

http://www.skipper.co.uk


“I have read 
‘Mathematical 

Notes and Examples 
for Second Mates’ 
in some detail and 
consider it a most 
useful publication 

and an excellent 
reference book” 

Nicholls’s Concise Guide  
Volumes I & II  

Recognized as the 
standard work for 
navigation and 
recommended by  
the Merchant Navy  
Training Board.
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Magnetic Compass Deviation and 
Correction
W. Denne; Revised by A. N. Cockcroft

This comprehensive manual addresses the 
theory of deviations and mechanical correction 
of magnetic compasses in ships. It covers 
magnets’ properties, earth’s magnetism, and 
ship magnetism. It serves as the standard 
reference for compass adjusters, lecturers, 
certificate candidates, and examination 
rooms, offering valuable knowledge on 
fundamental magnetic principles and practical 
ship compass correction.

Navigation Guide: Volume 1, 
Near Coastal Navigation 
Capt. A. Simpson

This volume addresses fundamentals 
of position, distance, and direction for 
near coastal navigation. It covers charts, 
navigational publications, tidal theory, 
buoyage systems, and non-mathematical 
treatments of sailings and traverse tables. 
The book includes radar and electronic 
navigation systems, beginning with basic 
arithmetic and geometry necessary for 
understanding the content. It’s designed to 
support IMO convention standards for training 
and certification.

Price	 £21.00

ISBN	 ISBN 978-0-85174-332-5
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 3rd Edition 2011 

Price	 £80.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-539-8
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 10th Edition 

Navigation Guide: Volume 2, 
Celestial Navigation
Capt. A. Simpson

This volume builds on Volume 1, introducing 
logarithms and trigonometry for navigational 
problems. It covers plane and Mercator 
sailing before exploring celestial sphere 
principles and celestial navigation. The text 
provides extensive worked examples on 
compass error determination using celestial 
bearings and position line calculation through 
celestial observation, completing the training 
requirements outlined by IMO’s Standards 
of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 
convention.

Mathematical Notes and Examples 
for Second Mates 
A. C. Gardner

Now in its third edition, this title provides 
comprehensive mathematical support for 
Second Mates preparing for their exams. It 
covers algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and 
other essential topics with worked examples 
and revision tests. The book aligns with the 
Merchant Navy Training Board’s syllabus. 
A useful reference for both cadet courses 
and self-study, it is highly regarded for its 
clarity and practical approach to maritime 
mathematics

Price	 £40.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-533-6 
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 1991

Price	 £17.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-535-0
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 3rd Edition

Price	 £40.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-532-9 
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 1991

Price	 £60.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-733-0
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 12th Edition 

Nicholls’s Concise Guide 
Volume 1
E.J. Coolen

“The Navigators Bible”
This authoritative guide on navigation is a 
must-have for both professionals and serious 
enthusiasts. This edition offers comprehensive 
updates on chartwork, marine sextants, 
and tidal calculations. A key resource for 
understanding navigation science, it also 
features a new chapter on chartwork and 
practical insights from the author’s vast 
teaching and maritime experience.

Nicholls’s Concise Guide
Volume 2
E. J. Coolen

Includes updates on sailings, magnetic 
compasses, radar plotting, and tidal 
calculations, with extensive re-written sections. 
New features include checklists for navigation 
tasks, updated celestial navigation terminology, 
and a selection of extracts from official 
publications. 

This guide is essential for students and 
professionals, particularly those working in 
developing regions with limited access to 
technical instructors.

http://www.skipper.co.uk
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Applied Physics for 
Nautical Science Students
J.H. Clough-Smith

Aimed at Deck Officer Class 3 certification, 
this book covers essential topics like 
statics , dynamics, hydrostatics , and 
electromagnetism, with practical examples and 
past exam questions. This edition addresses 
the requirements of general science exams 
in maritime studies. It’s a valuable resource 
for students studying applied science and 
mathematics in the context of maritime 
education and professional development.

An Introduction to 
Spherical Trigonometry
J. H. Clough-Smith

Specifically designed for maritime students. 
Aimed at those preparing for qualifications 
such as the Extra-Master’s Certificate 
or B.Sc. in Maritime Studies, it provides 
essential theory and practical applications. 
This book is a key resource for students and 
instructors in navigational subjects. With its 
strong academic foundation, it is suitable 
for advanced navigation courses and a 
valuable guide for those studying spherical 
trigonometry up to the degree level.

Price	 £35.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-624-1
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 5th Edition 

Radar and AIS for 
Watchkeeping Officers
Daire Brunicardi 

This comprehensive guide covers radar 
and AIS systems essential for modern 
bridge operations. It explores radar setup, 
ARPA usage, system limitations, and 
navigational techniques such as parallel 
and concentric indexing. AIS functions are 
clearly explained for daily operations. The 
book also demystifies New Technology radar, 
highlights collision avoidance strategies, 
and includes practical plotting exercises. 
and additions to keep content current with 
modern navigational practices.

Worked Examples in Relative 
Radar Plotting
I. W. Bagshaw

 Emphasising the importance of manual 
plotting—even with ARPA—the book aligns 
with STCW 95 standards. Sections cover 
vector interpretation, radar errors, plotting 
displays, and blind pilotage techniques. 
Essential  for understanding vessel 
movement, safe navigation, and collision 
avoidance. Suitable for all mariners from 
cadets to senior officers.

Price	 £50.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-027-4
Formats Available	 PRINT   D I G I TA L

Edition / Year	 2012

Price	 £30.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-677-7
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 2nd Edition, 2001

Price	 £16.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-320-2
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 7th Edition 

Marine Gyro Compasses for 
Ship’s Officers
A Frost

A comprehensive introduction to gyro 
compass theory and application, aligned 
with certification syllabuses. Covers free 
gyroscopes, error correction, and commercial 
systems in use aboard British ships.
Clear diagrams and practical explanations 
make this an essential reference for all 
deck officers.

Hansen’s Improved 
Ex-Meridian Tables
Revised by C. H. Cotter

Designed for accuracy and speed, these 
tables simplify latitude determination by 
ex-meridian altitudes without interpolation. 
Covering observations from 60° N to 60° S, 
they apply to Sun, Moon, Stars, and Planets. 
A key resource for celestial navigation and 
professional navigators. 

Price	 £12.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-426-1
Formats Available	 

Edition / Year	 7th Edition 

Price	 £19.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927–137–0
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 7th Edition 
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Brown’s Star Atlas 
Illustrated by William F. Denning, F.R.A.S

This classic Brown’s Star Atlas guides 
navigators through the Bright Stars and 
constellations with clear, beginner-friendly 
instruction and six detailed maps by 
Mr Denning, F.R.A.S. Part II covers practical 
celestial navigation: using Local Hour Angle 
of Aries, star altitudes, meridian sights, 
latitude (including via Polaris), longitude, 
simultaneous star fixes, and solutions via 
tables, graphical methods, and haversine 
formula. Designed for maritime practice and 
Board of Trade exams.

Price	 £17.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-705-7

Edition / Year	 First published 1934

Bernard’s Nautical Star Chart
& Star Chart Companion
Th is  up date d e d i t io n  inc lu d es a 
Mercator‑based star chart showing all 
navigating stars between 70° N and 70° S 
declination, tailored for use with Brown’s 
Nautical Almanac. The accompanying 
companion booklet offers essential 
astronomical reference: solar‑system 
notes, star positions, correction tables, 
abbreviations, and symbols. Designed to 
support celestial navigation, this practical 
two‑part set makes star‑based navigation 
clearer and more accessible. 

Price	 £14

ISBN	 978-0-85174-559-6

Edition / Year	 1907: Revision 2024

Price	 £10.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-271-7

Edition / Year	 1977

Brown’s Nautical Star Chart
A substitute for the star globe.
Cdr. P. Clissold and A. J. Tweddell

This practical star chart (914 × 584 mm) is 
built on Mercator’s principle and shows all 
navigating stars, with the brightest highlighted 
in yellow. Use it anywhere to identify visible 
stars or unknown ones—a clear alternative 
to a star globe. Plot your zenith using 
dead‑reckoning latitude and Local Sidereal 
Time; easily read star bearing and altitude 
using dividers. Includes seven mini‑charts and 
name pronunciation guide

Price	 £66.80 (£80.16)

	

Star Finder and Identifier 
No. 2102-D

This instrument is designed to portray 
graphically the approximate altitude and 
azimuth of the 57 numbered stars listed in 
the Air and Nautical Almanacs and any other 
celestial bodies that may be plotted on the 
star base. 
The complete unit consists of nine altitude-
azimuth templates (blue line), meridian 
angle-declination template (red line), dual star 
base (black line) and an instruction sheet all 
enclosed in a zipper cover.

Please Note: This item is subject to VAT.
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A richly illustrated and expertly written 
guide to the decorative and practical art 
of fancy ropework. Drawing on maritime 
tradition, Harrison explores the origins, 
purposes, and techniques behind a wide 
range of knots—many historic, some 
original. Once a vital craft for sailors with 
time and rope to spare, knotting remains 
a satisfying and creative pastime. 
This third edition includes new material 
and innovations, making it invaluable for 
mariners, craftsmen, and enthusiasts 
alike. A celebration of skill, heritage, 
and the enduring appeal of working with 
one’s hands.

The Harrison Book of Knots
P.P.O. Harrison,  
Master Mariner

Price	 £20.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-346-2
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 First published 1934

This authoritative volume presents thirty 
three authentic sail plans of renowned 
vessels, from the five-mast full-rigged ship 
Preussen to the Humber keel. Each plan 
is accompanied by detailed descriptions, 
including vessel specifications and 
historical context.
The book also features comprehensive 
diagrams illustrating the naming and 
arrangement of masts, spars, sails, and 
rigging, along with perspective drawings 
showing the lead of the running gear on 
a modern square-rigged mast. Serving as 
a valuable resource for model builders, 
maritime historians, and enthusiasts, 
it stands as one of the most complete 
collections of authentic sailing ship plans 
ever published under one cover.

Sailing Ship Rigs and Rigging
Harold Underhill 

Price	 £16.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-176-5
Formats Available	 PRINT  

Edition / Year	 First published 1934
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An Introduction to Knots
E. T. Davies

Features over 50 knots with step-by-step 
illustrations. Ideal for beginners and includes 
practical knotting guidance.

Price	 £3.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-406-3

Edition / Year	 1981

Knots, Splices & Fancy Work
C. L. Spencer

Preserves the tradition of ropework. Covers 
a wide array of knots, plaits, gaskets, hitches, 
decorative work, and splicing techniques, with 
detailed illustrations.

Price	 £12.95

ISBN	 978-0-85174-157-4

Edition / Year	 1997

Netmaking
Percy W. Blandford

From basic to advanced netmaking, including 
tools, materials, shaping, repairs, and creative 
net-based items.

Price	 £5.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-491-9

Edition / Year	 5th Edition 1986

Brown’s Knots and Splices
Capt. S. Jutsum

A classic reference used widely by apprentices.  
Fully illustrated, ideal for those with little 
practical rigging experience.

Price	 £5.50

ISBN	 978-0-85174-451-3

Edition / Year	 3rd Edition 1983

Cordage and Cables 
Capt. P. J. Stopford, R.N., revised by P. Harrison

A broad and practical guide on all types of 
rope and cable work aboard ships. Covers 
blocks, tackles, towing, and anchoring in 
detail, with full illustrations.

Price	 £6.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-531-2

Edition / Year	  1925, 2nd Edition 1987

Marline-Spike Seamanship
Leonard Popple

Essential techniques for professional riggers 
and mariners working with wire in towing, 
lifting, net making, and other maritime 
applications.

Price	 £9.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-621-0

Edition / Year	 2nd Edition 1994

Wire Splicing
R. S. Skirving

Product catalogues can be delivered in a 
variety of formats, including print, digital, 
or online. Print catalogues are often mailed 
to customers or made available in physical 
stores.

Price	 £10.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-786-6

Edition / Year	 2nd Edition 2006

Advanced Ropeworking
Leonard Popple

Dealing with the finer art of rigging and 
ropeworking so that the professional seaman 
can practise and perfect the old skills.

Price	 £8.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-137-6
Edition / Year	 1978

Rope Splicing
Percy W. Blandford

Covers principles and a wide range of 
splices including rare and modern variations. 
Contains clear illustrations and step-by-step 
explanations.

Price	 £7.95

ISBN	 978-0-85174-573-2

Edition / Year	 4th Edition 1990

Knotting With Modern Rope
Percy W. Blandford

Tailored for synthetic ropework. Explains 
safe knotting practices with modern 
cordage, including special-purpose knots 
and adjustable types. Includes a glossary 
and index.

Price	 £12.95

ISBN	  978-0-85174-630-2

Edition / Year	 1995

The Harrison Book of Knots
P. P. O. Harrison

A reflective and practical book on knotting 
as a sailor’s handicraft. Includes original 
contributions and historical context on fancy 
ropework

Price	 £20.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-346-2

Edition / Year	  Reprinted: 2010
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Dictionary of Nautical 
Words and Terms 	
Capt. C. W. Layton;  
Revised by Cdr. P. Clissold

This comprehensive nautical dictionary 
compiles nearly 8,000 seafaring terms 
(with about 8,600 total definitions), 
spanning navigation, seamanship, rigging, 
meteorology, astronomy, naval architecture, 
ship economics, hydrography, cargo 
handling, engineering, ice terminology, 
buoyage, and more. It draws on centuries of 
maritime vocabulary to serve professional 
mariners and curious lay readers alike. 
Described as a long-needed reference 
covering everything from bowsprit to 
stern walk, it is praised for its breadth and 
usefulness

Price	 £28.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-618-0

Edition / Year	 First published 1934

This book, which contains fifty full page 
working drawings and two hundred detail 
sketches, fully covers the whole subject 
of spar construction and rig of the 
nineteenth and twentieth century Sailing 
Ships.
Drawings are provided of every spar for 
both iron and wooden craft, together with 
chapters on Standing Rigging, Running 
Rigging and Sails, while the working and rig 
of various types of self-reefing Topsail, lead 
of gear and function of brace and halliard 
winches, etc., are fully explained.
All running rigging is followed from sail 
to pin, describing in detail the type and 

Masting & Rigging
Harold A. Underhill,  
M.C., A.M.I.E.S.

position of every block and rigging fairlead 
through which it reeves. 
Full belaying pin and fairlead diagrams are 
given for each mast, together with a large 
folding plate showing the position and use 
of every pin in the ship.
Separate chapters cover the Sailing Coaster 
and Unusual Rigs, while the final chapter 
is devoted to tables of spar proportions 
and rigging sizes for various size of craft, 
together with the basic formulae from 
which they have been compiled.
The book, which runs into 300 pages, 
forms the most complete guide to square 
rig yet published.

Price	 £22.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-173-4

Edition / Year	 First published 1946
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The Log of the Cutty Sark 
Basil Lubbock

Illustrated with rare photographs and includes 
scale plans for model construction. . Includes 
a dramatic chapter, A Hell-Ship Voyage, with 
details woven into Joseph Conrad’s fiction.

Price	 £24.00
ISBN	 978-0-85174-115-4

Year 	 1924, 2nd Edition 1974

The Clonial Clippers 
Basil Lubbock

Features the wool clippers of Sydney and 
Melbourne and Tasmanian clipper barques, 
admired for their beauty and performance. 
Includes illustrations of each major ship, with 
sail plans and spar measurements.

Price	 £24.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-110-9

Year 	 1914, 2nd Edition 1948

The Last of the Windjammers Vol. I 
Basil Lubbock

Divided into three parts: life aboard sailing 
ships, large sailing trade vessels (e.g., jute and 
grain clippers), and smaller crafts like copper-
ore-men and intercolonial traders.

Price	 £30.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-113-0

Year 	 First published 1927

The Last of the Windjammers Vol. II 
Basil Lubbock

Features captivating accounts of square-
riggers, training ships, strange rigs, 
shipwrecks, and unique ports. A treasure trove 
of seafaring lore, told in Lubbock’s engaging 
style.

Price	 £40.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-114-7

Year 	 1929, reprinted 2009

The Blackwall Frigates 
Basil Lubbock

Features histories of shipbuilders and detailed 
accounts of voyages to the East. Illustrated 
with rare lithographs and photographs.

Price	 £24.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-108-6

Year 	 1924, 2nd Edition 1950

The Opium Clippers 
Basil Lubbock

Illustrated with rare photographs and includes 
scale plans for model construction. . Includes 
a dramatic chapter, A Hell-Ship Voyage, with 
details woven into Joseph Conrad’s fiction.

Price	 £24.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-241-0

Year 	 First published: 1933

The Nitrate Clippers 
Basil Lubbock

Celebrates the feats of German and French 
nitrate barques, particularly the famed Potosi 
and Preussen. Features rare illustrations of 
West Coast ports and abstract logs of notable 
voyages.

Price	 £22.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-116-1

Year 	 First published: 1932

China Clipper 
Master J. Robinson

A biography of John Smith, master of the 
Lahloo, one of the finest China tea clippers. 
Traces his career from Greenland whaler to 
respected captain, and recounts the tragic 
loss of the Maju in 1874. 

Price	 £25.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-628-9

Year 	 1995

Under Sail in the Last of the Clippers
 F. W. Wallace

An evocative diary of an Atlantic passage 
aboard a London-Australia clipper. For lovers 
of classic sailing ships, this account preserves 
the spirit and structure of a vanishing era.

Price	 £22

ISBN	 978-0-85174-508-4

Year	 First published 1936

Deep-water Sail 
Harold A. Underhill

A comprehensive study of global sailing ships 
from small schooners to five-masted giants. 
Richly illustrated with over 200 images and 
28 folding plates, the book includes detailed 
plans and expert commentary.

Price	 £30.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-172-7

Year 	 1952, 2nd Edition 1963

Cutty Sark and Thermopylae: 
Era of Sail 
C. Hume & Capt. M. C. Armstrong

An engaging collection of true sea stories, 
photographs, and maritime lore.

Price	 £20.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-500-8

Year 	 First published: 1987

The China Clippers 
Basil Lubbock

The celebrated history of the clipper ships 
engaged in the Chinese opium and tea 
trades. With vivid accounts of dramatic events 
such as the great tea races, typhoons, and 
shipwrecks.

Price	 £24.00
ISBN	 978-0-85174-109-3
Year 	  1914, 2nd Edition 1946
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The Arctic Whalers
Basil Lubbock

Recounts the rugged life of Arctic whalers. 
Based on extensive data, logs, and previously 
unpublished paintings, this is one of Lubbock’s 
most comprehensive and visually striking 
works.

Price	 £24.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-107-9

Year 	 First published: 1937

The Western Ocean Packets
Basil Lubbock

A tribute to the heroic packet ships that once 
ruled the Atlantic. Includes tales of fierce 
officers, notorious gangs like the “Bloody 
Forty,” and logbook entries from top packet 
lines.

Price	 £24.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-118-5

Year 	 First published: 1925

Coolie Ships and Oil Sailers
Basil Lubbock

Documents the appalling horrors of the West 
African slave traffic, the coolie trade and the 
oil sailers of the Anglo-American Oil Co. A 
difficult book written in the language of its 
time. 

Price	 £22.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-111-6
Year 	 First published: 1935

CONTENT WARNING!

Round the Horn Before the Mast
Basil Lubbock

A lively memoir of life aboard sailing ships 
around Cape Horn. Long out of print, now 
reissued via facsimile. 

Price	 £16.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-506-0

Year 	 1902, 3rd Edition 

Bully Hayes South Sea Pirate 
Basil Lubbock

A portrait of a notorious South Sea adventurer, 
and a glimpse of the South Seas as they were 
before the heavy hands of the great powers 
had fallen upon them.

Price	 £30.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-592-3

Year 	 1931, 2nd Edition 1991

Cruisers, Corsairs & Slavers
Basil Lubbock

An exploration of 19th Century naval actions 
against pirates and slavers. Offers compelling 
examples of leadership, seamanship, and the 
evolution of the Royal Navy.

Price	 £35.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-593-0

Year 	 First published: 1993

Pacific Steamers
Will Lawson

This book grew from tales told by old Pacific 
seafarers, gradually forming into a narrative of 
the early steamship passenger and mail lines.

Price	 £20.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-245-8

Year 	 1927, 2nd Edition 1975

The Convict Ships of Australia 
1787–1868 
Charles Bateson

Reveals the detailed and often macabre 
history of convict ships transporting prisoners 
to Australia. A pivotal contribution to both 
maritime and Australian history. 

Price	 £20.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-195-6

Year 	 1959, 2nd Edition 1969

The Down Easters
Basil Lubbock

Charts the story of America’s final great sailing 
ships. Includes a register of specifications and 
tonnage, logs of legendary ships like Young 
America and David Crockett, and the final 
voyage of Glory of the Seas.

Price	 £24.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-112-3

Year 	 First published: 1929 

Royal Navy, Rum, Rumour  
and a Pinch of Salt
E. T. Ashton

This humorous and insightful account 
explores life in the Supply Branch and later 
Coastguard service.

Price	 £9.95

ISBN	 978-0-85174-497-1

Year 	 1931 | 2nd Edition 1991

Sail Training and Cadet Ships
Harold A. Underhill

Featuring dramatic sea stories, rare 
photographs, and detailed ship plans. 
Covering both large and small craft, the 
legacy of cadet ships and the art of maritime 
instruction under sails.

Price	 £35.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-175-8

Year 	 First published: 1956 
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Four Captains
Capt. G. V. Clark

With reflections on the passage of time and 
changing attitudes toward sea life, Clark 
shares rich and vivid sea yarns, offering an 
invaluable glimpse into the lives of seafarers 
who once dominated the oceans.

Price	 £15.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-247-2

Year 	 First published: 1975 

Western Ocean Passenger Lines and 
Liners 1934-1969
Cdr. C. R. Vernon Gibbs

A focus on ship design, including technical 
specifics, company details, and a vivid look 
at these iconic vessels’ roles in transatlantic 
travel.

Price	 £15.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-056-0

Year 	 First published: 1970

The British Excursion Ship
Nick Robins

Chronicles British excursion steamers. Robins 
details the ships’ designs, their operations, 
and their cultural impact, touching on notable 
disasters and offering a rich visual history.

Price	 £28.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-658-6

Year 	 1998

Early Solent Steamers 
Captain F. T. O’Brien

A fascinating account of steam navigation in 
the Solent,exploring the origins and evolution 
of early steamers in this region, including 
construction, voyages, and significance in 
maritime history.

Price	 £12.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-417-9

Year 	 1973; 2nd Edition 1981

Last of the Whaling Captains
Capt. G. V. Clerk

This book offers a rare, personal glimpse into 
the isolation and harsh conditions of Arctic 
whaling during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries.

Price	 £16.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-498-8

Year 	 1986

The Atlantic Ocean 
C. H. Cotter

An accessible introduction to the physical 
and human geography of the Atlantic Ocean. 
Ideal for nautical students, the book explores 
oceanographic features and maritime history.

Price	 £9.95

ISBN	 978-0-85174-212-0

Year 	 1974

A History of the Navigator’s Sextant 
C. H. Cotter

A comprehensive history of the development 
of the sextant, tracing its evolution from 
early astronomical instruments to its peak in 
maritime and aerial navigation.

Price	 £20.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-427-8

Year 	 1983

A History of the  
Practice of Navigation.
Cdr. J. B. Hewson; Rev. by W. P. Clifford

Exploring charts, instruments, & techniques 
with scholarly precision. A vital resource in the 
history of seafaring and navigational science.

Price	 £20.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-418-6

Year 	 Published: 1951; 2nd Ed. 1983

One Hundred Years of Maritime Radio
W. D. Goodwin

This history charts marine radio’s evolution 
from early spark systems to satellite 
communications. An indispensable reference 
on maritime communication.

Price	 £38.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-632-6

Year 	 First published: 1995

Steam Packet Ships
F. Henry; Rev. by B. O’Friel

A revised and expanded history of the Isle 
of Man Steam Packet Company, including 
modern updates and rarev images. A classic 
maritime title for Manx history lovers and ferry 
enthusiasts alike.

Price	 £9.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-511-4

Year 	 Published: 1962; 5th Ed. 1987

Price	 £15.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-012-0

Year 	 First published: 2009

The Ghosts of Rosevear 
Todd Stevens & Edward Cummings

The true story of the ill fated brig Nancy, lost 
in 1784. A maritime tragedy involving secret 
dispatches, war, forbidden romance, mutiny 
& scandalous intrigue. 

Phantoms, Legends, Customs & 
Superstitions of the Sea.
Raymond Lamont-Brown

An entertaining and provocative study of 
maritime mysticism, nautical folklore and 
paranormal beliefs.

Price	 £9.95

ISBN	 978-0-85174-560-2

Year 	 1972; 2nd Ed. 1989
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Gone.… 	
Bill Cumming

A detailed chronicle of R & J Craig’s legendary 
4-masted clippers. The author recounts the 
rise and fall of the “Counties” fleet, offering 
rare insight into the final glory years of 
merchant sail.

Price	  £25

ISBN	 978-1-84927-013-7

Year 	 First Published: 2009

Back from the Brink	
Jamie Webster

Union leader Jamie Webster’s personal 
account mixes political drama with raw 
emotion, revealing the sacrifices, setbacks 
and ultimate victory that secured the yard’s 
future and pro-tected over 1,200 jobs.

Price	 £9.99

ISBN	 978-0-85174-808-5

Year 	 First published: 2008 

Truly Clyde Built 	
William Kane

This rare volume focuses on the Scott family’s 
pivotal role in Greenock’s famed Scott’s 
Ship-yard, from humble beginnings to global 
prestige. With DVD containing over 1,400 
documents and photos.

Price	  £60.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-014-4

 	 Limited Edition of 500 copies

Exodus	
David Hollett

A sweeping account of transatlantic migration 
between 1830 and 1930. Hollett traces the 
role of Liverpool and its liners in moving 
millions to North America. Rich in historical 
detail.

Price	 £25.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-029-8

Year 	 First published: 2012 

Puffer Ahoy!
G. W. Burrows

A nostalgic tribute to Scotland’s iconic puffers, 
blending short stories with a rare collection 
of photographs and paintings. A glimpse into 
early 20th-century coastal life and transport. 
A treasure.

Price	 £20.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-419-3

Year 	 First published: 1981

Transatlantic Paddle Steamers 
H. Philip Spratt

A definitive reference on Clyde steamers, 
this expanded edition traces the history of 
railway-owned and private fleets from 1851 to 
the present day.

Price	 £10.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-158-1

Year 	 Published: 1951; 2nd Ed. 1967

From Comet to Caledonia
Donald Watson

Ideal for maritime historians, ship modellers, 
and anyone drawn to Scotland’s nautical 
heritage. An illustrated history of Clyde-built 
paddle steamers, documenting their changing 
appearances over time.

Price	 £20.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-671-5

Year 	 1999

At The Sharp End! 
George H. Parker

A shipbuilder’s first-hand account of working 
in Britain’s declining shipbuilding industry. 
Covering major shipyards, labour relations, 
and landmark vessels like the QE2. Personal 
& insightful. 

Price	 £19.95

ISBN	 978-0-85174-610-4

Year 	 1992

Clyde River and Other Steamers
C. L. D. Duckworth & G. E. Langmuir

A definitive reference on Clyde steamers, this 
edition traces the history of railway-owned 
and private fleets from 1851 to the present.

Price	 £25.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-565-7

Year 	 1937, 4th Edition 1990

Half of Glasgow’s Gone 
M. Dick

A vivid record of Glasgow’s docks. A rich 
historical resource, capturing a major 
port’s wartime role and post-industrial 
transformation—reflecting similar changes in 
other UK ports. 

Price	 £21.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-060-1

Year 	 1935, 2nd Edition 2017

West Highland Steamers 
G. E. Langmuir

A must-have for anyone fascinated by 
Highland travel, maritime history, or Clyde 
steamers past and present. Illustrated with 
100 images.

Price	 £25.00

ISBN	 978-0-85174-505-3

Year	  Published: 1935, 5th Edtn 2017

Keepers of the Light 
Malcolm MacPherson

Featuring 33 original watercolours , 
MacPherson combines artistic skill with 
historical notes and technical detail. From 
remote rock towers to dramatic coastal 
sentinels.

Price	 £10.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-011-3

Year 	 2009
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Chief Officers 
Log Book “Clutha” 
3 Months.
One day’s work on a page. Numbered 
pages. Logging courses, watches, location, 
weather, tanks etc. 
See www.skipper.co.uk for sample page. 

Chief Officers 
Log Book “Clutha” 
6 Months.
One day’s work per page. Numbered pages. 
Logging courses, watches, location, tanks, 
weather, etc.
See www.skipper.co.uk for sample page. 

Log Book No 115
Motor Ship Engineers Log
3 Months.
For Chief Engineers. Log Book for Medium 
and Small Craft. Day per page. 

Log Book No 120  
“Sannox” Chief Engineers
3 Months.
Diesel and Electric Auxiliaries. 9-Cylinders. 
Day per page. Numbered pages.
See www.skipper.co.uk for sample page. 

Log Book No 120  
“Sannox” Chief Engineers. 
6 Months.
Diesel and Electric Auxiliaries. 
9-Cylinders. Day per page.  

£30.75	 978-1-84927-040-3
	  

£37.35	 978-1-84927-075-5
	

£28.80	 978-0-85174-777-4£42.50	 978-1-84927-038-0 
	

£50.95	 978-1-84927-059-5
	

Log Book No 125 
“Kenilworth” 2 Months
61 days 
For all records of Refrigerating Chambers 
and Plant, Pressures, Brine Temperatures, 
Batteries, Fans, etc.

£26.50	 978-0-85174-779-8

Brown’s Bridge & Deck 
Log Book No. 133
3 Months.
This versatile A3 sized log book has 2 pages 
per day, tracking metrics critical to working 
vessels.
Speed and Time Table, Weather Scales & 
Notation, and conversion tables are included.

Brown’s Chief Engineer’s 
Log Book No. 132
3 Months.
A daily record of the engine and auxiliary 
performance including running hours, 
temperatures and consumption. 
See www.skipper.co.uk for a sample. page. 

Brown’s Deck Log Book No. 131
3 Months.
A numbered-page log designed for Officers of 
the Watch to record ship’s course, compass 
errors, weather, bilge / ballast soundings, 
cargo ventilation, drills, training,  and voyage 
calculations.

£37.35	 978-1-84927-050-2 

£37.35	 978-1-84927-039-7
	

£28.90	 978-1-84927-041-0

Log Book No 115
Motor Ship Engineers Log
6 Months.
For Chief Engineers. Log Book for Medium 
and Small Craft. Day per page.

£37.50	 978-0-85174-778-1

http://www.skipper.co.uk
http://www.skipper.co.uk
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Compass Cards No 450 
178 × 127mm
Supplied for navigators, training, or 
replacement cards for instruments. 

Compass Cards No 452 
127 × 114mm
Supplied for navigators, training, or 
replacement cards for instruments.

£33.55	 978-0-85174-614-2

£1.40	 978-0-85174-743-9
	

£1.40	 978-0-85174-744-6
 	

Chronometer Rate Journal “Tyma”

Essential for celestial navigation, it enables 
precise monitoring of a vessel’s timepiece 
accuracy throughout a voyage. log 
chronometer error, daily rate, temperature, 
and remarks.

Compass Observation Book No 30

Helps navigators track deviation over time, 
indicating when compass adjustment or repair 
is needed. Brown’s design ensures practical 
usability and precision.

Compass Adjusters Pocket Book 
“Seaway”
Used by mariners to record and track 
compass deviations and adjustments at sea. 
A tool for maintaining navigational accuracy. 
Durable and pocket sized. 

£27.25	 978-1-84927-055-7
	

£27.25	 978-0-85174-598-5

£12.25	 978-0-85174-748-4
	

Radar Bridge Log

The Radar Log Book is an essential bridge 
resource. Structured sections facilitate 
recording of operational details and target 
observations for effective navigation and 
equipment assessment.

Brown’s Nautical Diary and  
Day’s Work Book
Full noon-log templates for daily “Day’s Work” 
records. Each two-day spread includes 
narrow-ruled columns for figures and a facing 
page for rough work.

The Marq Brown Sight Book

76 pages ruled narrow feint with margin. 20 
pages ruled tenth-sectional for navigation 
problems, the mariners’ compass, tables of 
angles.

Marine Surveyors Notebook

Of interest to Superintendent Engineers and 
Consulting Engineers. A very handy pocket 
sized flip top notebook. So good it remains 
unchanged for 50 years. A best seller.

£9.05	 978-0-85174-348-6
	

£21.30	 978-0-85174-101-7
	

£7.75	 978-0-85174-742-2

Bridge Order Book “Ideal”

Spaces for recording course to steer by 
standard compass, true course, etc., on each 
page.

Sounding Book “Medic” 
 No 256

Printed to show holds and tanks morning and 
evening of each day. One day on page, signed 
daily. 100 forms 102 × 229mm.

£15.35	 978-0-85174-609-8
	

£21.30	 978-0-85174-747-7

 
For bespoke versions of our 
stationery please contact:

info@skipper.co.uk

http://www.skipper.co.uk
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Bespoke Log Books 

Attention to Detail 

In the world of luxury yachting, attention 
to detail sets the exceptional apart from 
the ordinary. We have an in-house design 
team and work with local bookbinders. Our 
design team can work from Excel, Word 
docments or even sketches to your exact 
specifications. 

For Your Specific Needs
From a practical standpoint, a custom 
logbook allows for optimal organization 
and clarity. Designed specifically for your 
type of vessel, bespoke logs can include 
precisely the data fields you require. 
This tailored approach ensures nothing 
is overlooked and that your records 
remain consistent, accurate, and easily 
referenced over time. For commercial or 
chartered vessels, this can also support 
compliance and insurance documentation 
requirements.

Custom Design 
We can customise Log Books to the colour 
palette of your yacht, create embossing or 
metal foil blocking of yacht graphics and 
name and even add the vessel name or 
sequential numbers to the log book spine.
We are always happy to discuss options 
with you at

info@skipper.co.uk

Log Books can be shipped worldwide.

We can work with you to create any sort of 
Log Book that you need including;  

•	•	 Deck Log 

•	•	 Chief Officers Log

•	•	 Chief Engineer Log

•	•	 Chief Steward Log 

•	•	 Galley Manager’s Log

•	•	 Housekeeping Log 

•	•	 Night Orders

•	•	 Refrigeration Log

•	•	 Tender Log

•	•	 Tender Fuel Log

•	•	 Helicopter Fuel Log

•	•	 Visitors Log 

•	•	 Diving Log

•	•	 Anchor Watch

•	•	 First Aid 

•	•	 Radio/GMDSS Log **

•	•	 Fuel Oil / Bunker Log*

•	•	 Garbage Log* 

•	•	 Oil Record Book (Part I & II)*

•	•	 Guest Stationery 

•	•	 Guest Diaries

*	 Required for MARPOL compliance.

**	Required for SOLAS compliance.

http://www.skipper.co.uk
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Model Boats & Plans
This section of the catalogue is dedicated to the craft and enjoyment of model 
boat building — a tradition that continues to inspire both seasoned makers 
and those just beginning. Whether you’re interested in historic sailing ships, 
classic motor vessels, or working craft, you’ll find a rich collection of detailed 
scale plans and expert guides to support every stage of the building process. 

http://www.skipper.co.uk


CATALOGUE OF WORKING 
DRAWINGS AND PLANS FOR 
SCALE SHIP MODELS 
POWER
HAROLD A. UNDERHILL, M.C., 
AM.I.E.S and   
JOHN L. LANGFORD

This catalogue presents an extensive 
collection of working drawings and plans 
for scale ship models, designed by Harold 
A. Underhill, M.C., AM.I.E.S, and John L. 
Langford. Renowned for their precision 
and technical expertise these plans 
provide detailed blueprints that enable 
modelers to recreate historic and classic 
vessels with accuracy and authenticity.  
Each drawing is crafted to scale, offering 
guidance on hull shapes, detailed deck 
features, and structural components. 

CATALOGUE OF WORKING 
DRAWINGS AND PLANS FOR 
SCALE SHIP MODELS 
SAIL
HAROLD A. UNDERHILL, M.C., 
AM.I.E.S and   
JOHN L. LANGFORD

A collection of working drawings and plans 
for model sailing vessels. 
These scale plans enable enthusiasts to 
construct authentic and historically accurate 
sailing ship models. The drawings described 
in this list have been produced to meet the 
needs of those wishing to build authentic 
scale models, and every care has been 
taken to ensure accurate detail. In the case 
of named ships they have been compiled 
from the original builders’ plans and 
specifications, personal survey of the actual 
vessel, or both.  Sail & Rigging Plans, Profile 
& Deck Plans, Line Drawings are available. 

Vessel Plans include;

Ocean Going Motor Yacht

WW1 ‘R’ Class Torpedo Boat Destroyer

RMS QUEEN MARY

Anchor Liner RMS CIRCASSIA

West Highland Steam Coaster

“Clyde Puffer” 

Working Model Paddle Steamer

Cunard Liner SS SERVIA

RMS QUEEN ELIZABETH

Vessel Plans include;

Three-mast Barquentine “WATERWITCH”

Wood Snow “RUNNYMEDE”

Brixham Trawler “VALERIAN”

Elizabethan Galleon

Scottish Zulu “MUIRNEAG” of Stornoway

Brigantine “LADY OF AVENEL”

www.skipper.co.uk 65

http://www.skipper.co.uk


www.skipper.co.uk 67

Plank on Frame Models and Scale 
Masting & Rigging, Volume II
Harold A. Underhill
Building on Volume I, this instalment 
immerses readers in the art of masts, 
spars, and rigging—critical for authentic 
sailing ship models. Underhill’s chapters 
cover masting a brigantine, standing and 
running rigging, clinker-built models, and 
sawn-frame construction. Precise guidance 
is paired with 28 photographs, 89 sketches, 
and 5 plan plates, enabling both newcomers 
and advanced modellers to tackle intricate 
rigging work with clarity and confidence. 
At 160 pages of practical instruction and 
visual support, it’s an essential companion 
to complete historically faithful plank-on-
frame models with expert finesse.

Price	 £20.00

ISBN	  978-0-85174-174-1

Plank on Frame Models and Scale 
Masting & Rigging, Volume I
Harold A. Underhill
A practical guide for model shipbuilders, 
this volume demystifies plank-on-frame 
construction—even for those with minimal 
tools or workshop space. Underhill draws 
on decades of experience to lead readers 
from plan interpretation to model mounting, 
offering both detailed scale framing 
methods and simplified alternatives. Richly 
illustrated with photographs, sketches, 
and plan plates, the book addresses 
framing, hull and deck planking, fittings, 
and finishing. A clear and inspiring resource 
that elevates craftsmanship—making the 
art of wooden ship modelling accessible, 
accurate, and deeply rewarding.

Price	 £25.00

ISBN	  978-0-85174-186-4

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS—Volume I

Reading and using plans; Building the 
frame to full-size practice; Planking the 
hull; Planking the deck and bulwarks; Deck 
fittings, houses, etc.; Full-size constructional 
details; Simplified methods of construction 
for models where only external accuracy 
is required; Making dead-eyes, anchors, 
steering wheels, etc.; “Yellow-metal” 
sheathing below waterline; Mounting the 
hull on its base; Types of “finish”.
Throughout the book the text is amplified 
by working drawings and perspective 
sketches, as well as photographs of models 
both under construction and completed, the 
total number of illustrations being:–

95 Drawings and sketches.

28 Photographs.

7 Plans.

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS—Volume II

Scale mast and spar construction: Making 
scale mast “ironwork” in metal; Rigging 
and masting jigs; Standing rigging; Running 
rigging; Splicing, seizing, and gromet 
making; Block and bulls-eye making; Chain 
making, stud-link and plain; Belaying-pin 
and rigging tables; Belaying-pin layout for 
brigantine; Hull construction for sailing 
models; Sawn and bent frame construction; 
Clinker-built models; Round-bilge hulls for 
power craft, etc.
As in Volume I the text is illustrated and 
amplified by sketches, drawings, plans and 
photographs the latter including close-ups 
of full-size rigging as well as models under 
sail and model power craft.

89 Drawings and sketches. 

28 Photographs. 

5 Plans (power and sail).
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How to Make  
Clipper Ship Models
Edward W. Hobbs 

This book of practical directions and 
instructions is also tightly woven with a 
romantic’s passionate love of the sea. 
If you are ready to escape into a craft 
project that will get your mind out of the 
trappings of everyday life then this is 
the book for you. Forget your worries, 
forget your troubles. Make a clipper ship 
model instead. Edward will show you how 
step-by-step with diagrams, photographs 
and detailed instructions, all while 
reminding you of the unignorable siren 
song that is the sea.
We have been publishing this beautiful 
book since 1927 and this (slightly younger) 
vintage volume includes many practical and 
attractive fold out plans. 

Price	 £16
ISBN	 978-0-85174-097-3
 

How to Make  
Old-Time Ship Models
Edward W. Hobbs 

This authoritative guide begins with simple 
cardboard modelling and progresses to 
historically inspired ship replicas. Covered 
topics include famous old ships, carrack 
waterline models, scenic setups, hull and 
stern gallery construction, masts, rigging, 
sails, deck fittings, painting, and restoration. 

The book is richly illustrated with photographs 
and features large, detailed plans neatly 
folded into a rear-pocket, making it an 
essential handbook for anyone interested in 
crafting decorative ship models with clarity 
and authenticity.

Price	 £16
ISBN	 978-0-85174-205-2
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Ship Models in Glass	
A Bottle Shipwright’s Handbook

Peter Hille and Barry Young	

This is the most detailed handbook on the subject of bottling ships that has ever been produced. 
It contains a vast store of tips, techniques and tricks of the trade collected from around the 
world. Whether you want to build latter day antiques, in the time honoured fashion of the old 
Cape Horners, or go for the ultimate challenge of a full-blown scale model, all the information 
you are ever likely to want has been assembled in the most incredible detail in these pages.
Everything is arranged alphabetically under topic headings, and the whole work is cross-
referenced to make it easy for you to find your way around. With over 300 line drawings and 
illustrations the book has been written in an easy informal style in simple everyday language. 
Everything has been tried and tested and you can be sure that it will work. Above all, at no time 
are you left to flounder on your own.
More than this, the book contains a wealth of knowledge about miniature modelling in general, 
with in depth chapters on working bone, soldering, photo-etching and silicon rubber mould 
making, to name but a few.
There is something for everyone. If you are a newcomer to the hobby there are chapters on 
drawing up plans, and getting started. Whereas experienced modellers will find the chapters 
on selecting thread and advanced rigging techniques indispensable.
To pull all the techniques together four richly illustrated projects have been included at the back 
of the book. The vessels have been chosen for the sheer beauty of their lines. Each project 
deals with a different type of rig, and explores by means of example how best to get the plan 
off the drawing board, and translate it into a beautiful model. Includes plans for the Iduna, Pride 
of Baltimore, Belem and Swan.
Be they simple dioramas or perfect scale replicas worth thousands of pounds, there is no 
doubt that ships in bottles have a certain magic about them. People from all walks of life and 
all age groups find themselves drawn, like moths to a flame, to marvel at this miniature world 
inside the bottle. What better way to keep a delicate model safe, and at the same time show 
off your modelling skills.

£35.00
ISBN 978-0-85174-676-0

First published 1999

“As a collector of books on ships in bottles, I can say that this is by far 
the best and most authorative book that has been written on this subject. 
Everything that you need to know on how to build a ship in a bottle and more, 
with clear and concise instructions, including hints,tips and techniques. 
There are four projects also included in the book suitable for beginners to the 
more experienced. This book is a real must for anyone thinking of building 
a ship in a bottle, or alternatively a reference book for the more experienced 
modeler.” 

http://www.skipper.co.uk
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For over a century, Brown, Son and Ferguson. has built a distinguished 
reputation not only for maritime reference works but also as one 
of Scotland’s custodians of dramatic literature and Scottish writing. 
While many know us for our nautical publications, for decades we 
have maintained an extensive curated catalogue of one act and full 
length plays that reflects the richness, humour, and cultural identity 
of Scotland’s theatrical tradition. 

Our drama list comprises well over a thousand published plays, 
spanning comic farces, social studies, historical dramas, and works 
that capture the cadence of Scots speech and experience. From 
timeless Scots comedies to thoughtful explorations of Scottish life 
and character, these scripts have served amateur and professional 
theatre groups alike, supporting countless productions across the 
country and beyond. 

Find our complete catalogue at www.scottishplays.co.uk or request 
a complementary printed catalogue on +44 141 883 0141. 

www.scottishplays.co.uk

A huge selection of 
fantastic historical 
and contemporary 

scripts for amateur and 
professional theatre 

groups.
The play centres around two families of adjoining estates on the Isle of Jura.

To combat the general downturn in revenue the families look for ways to diversify. 
The Bugg family, with their ethical daughter Lucinda, decide to harvest midgies 
and turn them into burgers. Their neighbours, the Herds, get wind of this and 
decide to harvest midgies as well and distil a spirit from them.

Stuart Herd and Lucinda are an item, so they know what’s going on in each 
household but both households want to keep their projects secret. The Herd’s 
slightly hard of hearing housekeeper, Lena, is suspicious of the goings on and 
concludes it is a cannabis farm. She confides in Connie, the Bugg’s housekeeper, 
and due to the Stuart/Lucinda connection they assume both families are in 
on it, and the housekeepers join forces to disrupt production with hilarious 
consequences.

Midgie Galore
By Iain Macdonald

Price	 £5.00

ISBN	 978-1-84927-150-9

Year 	  2025

“great fun for everyone!”

		  *A BEST SELLER*

http://www.skipper.co.uk
http://www.scottishplays.co.uk
http://www.scottishplays.co.uk


Delivery can be arranged  to all of these areas.




